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The New Covenant 

If we want to know about God’s Covenant with Noah, Abraham, David…we need to study the passages 
that specifically speak about that particular covenant. The tendency to try to understand the New 
Covenant by studying the Old Covenant and building theoretical and seemingly intelligent bridges 
between the two is very common but is it right? I’m not saying we don’t study the Old Covenant – I’d 
argue that we should study everything that is in the Bible including every covenant. But if one defines the 
New Covenant by presuppositions and assumptions before actually carefully listening to and learning from 
the very verses that God has given to us about His New Covenant we might find ourselves unable to see 
the sun due to the flood light that is overwhelming our sight. At the very least, hopefully we’ll all agree 
that the best way to know what the Bible teaches about the New Covenant is to see what it actually says 
about the New Covenant. 

There are exactly 8 verses that mention the New Covenant by name (Jeremiah 31:31; Luke 22:20; 1 
Corinthians 11:25; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Hebrews 8:8, 13; 9:15; 12:24). There are certainly many more 
passages that prophesy concerning this future covenant but we will start with these. We must allow the 
Word of God to teach us things that are foundational and then see how all the Scriptures fit together. 

Let’s look at these passages and see how glorious the New Covenant truly is. 

1. It is Christ’s Covenant – “…in my blood”  

a. He’s the sacrifice 

b. He’s the high priest 

c. He’s the mediator 

ESV Luke 22:20  Luke 22:20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup that is poured 
out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 

When Jesus was instituting the Lord’s Supper at His final Passover meal He indicates that the New 
Covenant comes to us because of His shed blood. This is further emphasized in the parallel passages 
in the gospels. 

ESV Matthew 26:28  for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

ESV Mark 14:24   24 And he said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many.It is important that we do not miss the connection that Christ makes. Those in the New 
Covenant, Christ blood being the blood of the covenant, are forgiven of their sins.  

ESV Hebrews 12:24   24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

ESV Hebrews 7:26   26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 

ESV Hebrews 9:23-24   23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with 
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  24 For Christ has 
entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 

2. It is a Contrasting Covenant – “ ר  ֹ֣ל  ֹ֣ יתאַֹ֣כבְּ ” – “NOT LIKE” –  
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a. Different Covenant – New & Distinct 

i. ֹ֣ה ֲחָדָשָֽׁ - (hadash) HEBREW - New *though this root sometimes means “renew” or 

“repair” it also often means something completely “new”, “new thing” or “fresh” 

ii. καινὴ - (kay-ee-nay) GREEK – New *this word means new, not used yet, unheard of, 

and is NOT used of refurbishing. 

ESV Hebrews 8:13   13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. 
And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

b. Different Time “the days are coming”…”after those days”. 

3. It is a Clarifying Covenant – Much like we never anticipated that the promises to Abraham and his 
offspring (seed) was to CHRIST. In the same way we did not realize that Israel & Judah are reckonded 
in HIM. 

a. Different Peoples “after those days” - The Houses are no longer identified by the FLESH but 
now identified in CHRIST by FAITH (see previous notes, read Galatians and Hebrews) 

b. Different Perpetuation – Not by flesh or physical birth but by FAITH and Spiritual Birth…an 
inward work of God. (it is not an external object covenant but an internal transforming covenant) 

What did not happen in the Old Covenant - ESV Numbers 11:29  29 But Moses said to him, "Are 
you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD 
would put his Spirit on them!" 

Does happen in the New Covenant – ESV Ezekiel 36:26-27   26 And I will give you a new heart, 
and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 
give you a heart of flesh.  27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes and be careful to obey my rules.  

 ESV Acts 2:17-18   17 "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;  18 even on my male servants and female 
servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy… 

ESV Ephesians 1:13-14   13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  14 who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

ESV Acts 2:38-39   38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to himself." 

4. It is a Condition-less Converting Covenant – unilateral  

a. I will – make a new covenant – A New Covenant 
b. I will – put my law within them (write on their minds) – A New Mind 
c. I will – write it on their hearts – A New Heart 
d. I will – be their God (they will be my people) – A New People 
e. (paraphrase – I will make them all to KNOW me) – IT IS PERSONAL 
f. I will – forgive their iniquity – IT IS PROPITIATING 
g. I will – remember their sins no more – IT IS PERMANENT 
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ESV 2 Corinthians 3:6   6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter 
but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

ESV Hebrews 8:8   8 For he finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 

The FIRST covenant saved no one because of the fault (iniquity, sin) in THEM but the NEW covenant is in 
HIM (Christ) and HIS righteousness & forgiveness. A covenant of Spirit worked life in Christ. 

ESV Hebrews 9:15   15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 
transgressions committed under the first covenant. 

An objective covenant that does not “redeem” and is not efficacious though Christ has redeemed, 
mediates and through life and forgiveness is promises is NOT the New Covenant of Christ and the Bible.  

Christ fulfills all the conditions of the Old Covenant and in Him we are brought into a New Covenant that 
is unconditional and unbreakable because it is establish by the cross work of Christ. 

ESV Exodus 19:5-6   5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 
my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;  6 and you shall be to me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of 
Israel."(CONDITIONAL) 

ESV 1 Peter 2:9-10   9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.  10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. (UNCONDITIONAL – because of the mercy given to us in Christ) 

The Work of Christ is what we are dealing with not just secondary details about abstract theology. If any 
“lose their place in the covenant” due to sin or apostasy it then it would make the new covenant a spirit 
work in the mind and heart that does not change them, the relationship with God forged by Christ that 
fails, a forgiveness that is not final. The objectivity of the covenant, as taught by some, is an attempt to 
account for certain challenging apostasy passages but it does so at the cost of the Glory of Christ and the 
Truth of God’s Word. All of these passages can be carefully and accurately explained without the need to 
create a false form of the New Covenant. 

ESV 2 Corinthians 3:6-18   6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter 
but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters 
on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which 
was being brought to an end,  8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory?  9 For if there was 
glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory.  10 Indeed, 
in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it.  
11 For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.  
12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold,  13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so 
that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end.  14 But their minds 
were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because 
only through Christ is it taken away.  15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.  
16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit. 


